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He served as President of Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
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Mr. Tanaka was also Executive Vice President of The University of Tokyo (2009-2011).
He obtained his bachelor’s degree in International Relations at the University of Tokyo in 1977
and Ph.D. in Political Science at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1981. He has
numerous books and articles on world politics and security issues in Japanese and English including
The New Middle Ages: The World System in the 21st Century (Tokyo: The International House of
Japan, 2002) and Japan in Asia: Post-Cold-War Diplomacy (Tokyo: Japan Publishing Industry
Foundation for Culture, 2017).

He received the Medal with Purple Ribbon in 2012 for his

academic achievements.

“Post-Cold War International Relations and Japan”
International relations have undergone significant changes since the end of the Cold War.
Remarkable economic growth has taken place in many parts of the world; the rise of China is most
conspicuous but other economies in Asia and Africa have also achieved high growth, too.
Democratization has taken root in many countries while authoritarianism has shown significant
influence elsewhere. The rise of transnational terrorism and the shifting power balance among the
major powers pose serious and complex security challenges to the international community. The
election of Donald Trump as U.S. president has brought about peculiar elements of uncertainty in the
behavior of the superpower. The United States and China appear heading toward a new cold war.
What will all these changes influence Japan’s foreign policy?
relations with the U.S., China, Europe and the rest of the world?

How will they affect Japan’s
How will Prime Minister Shinzo

Abe’s “vision of free and open Indo-Pacific” play out facing these challenges?
the questions I would like to address.

These are some of

